
So many new th ings are happening in  Kansas!  I  hope you have 
been keeping up wi th  much of  th is  by reading post ings to  kanl ib - l ,  the 
Kansas l ibrary  forum l is tserv .   (As an as ide:  every Kansas l ibrar ian 
should subscr ibe to  th is ;  i f  you aren’ t  subscr ibed,  a  subscr ip t ion l ink  
can be found at  h t tp : / /skyways. l ib .ks.us/ l is ts / ) .  The fo l lowing sor t  o f  
sk ims the new happenings.  

 
Downloadable audio books and music  f rom Overdr ive are now 

avai lab le  to  Kansas res idents  at  “Audio Books,  Music  and More! ” ,  
which can be found on Blue Skyways.  Your  pat rons may be ask ing 
about  how to access and download audio books;  be sure you’ re  ready 
for  that .  I f  you need s taf f  t ra in ing,  ca l l  Joe Tholen or  Dave Blakes ley 
a t  SEKLS.  

 
WebJunct ion Kansas has just  launched.  WebJunct ion has 

ex is ted s ince 2003,  developed by OCLC wi th  funding f rom the Bi l l  and 
Mel inda Gates Foundat ion.  Kansas became a communi ty  par tner  in  
Ju ly .  WebJunct ion prov ides on l ine courses,  d iscuss ion of  l ib rary  
top ics (somewhat  l ike a l is tserv) ,  and other  on l ine resources to  
suppor t  l ib rary  s ta f f .  

 
Kansas L ibrar ies on the Web (KLOW),  prov ided by the 

Nor theast  Kansas L ibrary  System wi th  s ta te funding,  is  a  resource 
which makes i t  eas ier  for  a l l  l ib rar ies to  have and mainta in  a web 
page.  SEKLS staf f  w i l l  be learn ing about  th is  shor t ly ,  and we’ l l  
prov ide t ra in ing to  SEKLS l ibrar ies th is  fa l l .  

(Continued on page 2) 
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HomeworkKansas wi l l  launch shor t ly .  HomeworkKansas is  an 

on l ine homework he lp  serv ice,  prov ided by the State L ibrary  o f  
Kansas wi th  funding approved by the Legis la ture in  th is  year ’s  
sess ion.    Kansas s tudents  f rom e lementary through ear ly  co l lege wi l l  
be ab le to  connect ,  a t  home or  a t  the l ibrary ,  to  an ind iv idual  tu tor .  
The tu tors  are teachers wi th  exper t ise in  a l l  k inds of  subject  areas.  
The serv ice wi l l  be avai lab le  dur ing la te  af ternoon and evening hours.  

 
The draf t  o f  “Core Competencies for  Kansas L ibrary  Di rectors”  

has been re leased for  rev iew by the Kansas l ibrary  communi ty .  The 
core competenc ies wi l l  impact  the fu ture of  cont inu ing educat ion in  
the s ta te.  You can f ind the draf t  posted at  h t tp / /www.skyways.org/
KSL/development /corecompetenc ies2006.pdf .  Comments can be sent  
to  Shannon Roy at  the State L ibrary  (shanroy@ksl ib . in fo) .  

 
Each of  these developments is  on ly  in  i ts  beginn ing s tages,  and 

more developments wi l l  be added to  th is  l is t .  I t  is  impor tant  for  
l ib rar ies to  keep up to  date wi th  what ’s  go ing on.  SEKLS wi l l  cont inue 
to  he lp you and your  l ibrary  keep up wi th  the changes through 
communicat ions,  consul t ing,  and cont inu ing educat ion.  

 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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CORE 
COMPETENCIES 
FOR LIBRARY 
DIRECTORS 

 
HTTP: / /
WWW.SKYWAYS.
ORG/KSL/
DEVELOPMENT/
CORE 
COMPETENCIES 
2006.PDF 

Whi le  l ib rar ies have never  had to  pay sa les tax on purchases,  
what  they have so ld to  others has been subject  to  sa les tax.  A b i l l  
passed by the 2006 Legis la ture changes that .  

 
 Sales on behal f  o f  publ ic ly  suppor ted l ibrar ies and “not - for-
prof i t  organizat ions who purpose is  to  ra ise funds for  or  prov ide 
serv ices or  o ther  benef i ts  to  such l ibrar ies”  ( in  o ther  words, a  Fr iends 
of  the L ibrary  group or  l ibrary  foundat ion)  are now exempt  f rom sales 
tax.  Th is  inc ludes not  on ly  book sa les,  but  a lso sa les of  o ther  
merchandise,  such as book bags,  ca lendars,  e tc .  

NEW SALES TAX EXEMPTION 
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 The Kansas State L ibrary  has recent ly  rest ructured the i r  
method of  admin is ter ing LSTA (L ibrary  Serv ices and Technology Act )  
grants ,  funded through the independent  Federa l  Inst i tu te  of  Museum 
and L ibrary  Serv ices agency,  to  encourage automat ion in  Kansas 
l ibrar ies.  Severa l  reg ion l ibrary  systems in  Kansas have s ince appl ied 
for  and received those grants ,  and SEKLS was recent ly  not i f ied of  
the i r  own grant  approval .  
 
 Our  grant  invo lves someth ing unique and exc i t ing,  and wi l l  
expand the ex is t ing par tnersh ips between Pi t tsburg State Univers i ty  
and publ ic  l ib rar ies.  
 
 PSU current ly  hosts  the powerfu l  (and expensive)  Dynix  
automat ion system for  Axe L ibrary  at  PSU, Pi t tsburg Publ ic  L ibrary ,  
For t  Scot t  Communi ty  Col lege L ibrary ,  and a l l  the school  l ib rar ies of  
the Pi t tsburg un i f ied school  d is t r ic t .  
 
 Th is  is  one of  the more advanced automat ion systems 
avai lab le ,  and can be expanded to  add more l ibrar ies.  SEKLS l ibrar ies 
automat ing for  the f i rs t  t ime are Bronson Publ ic  L ibrary ,  Sedan Publ ic  
L ibrary ,  Hami l ton Ci ty  L ibrary ,  Eureka Carnegie L ibrary ,  Howard Ci ty  
L ibrary ,  Galena Publ ic  L ibrary ,  Savonburg Publ ic  L ibrary ,  and 
Madison Publ ic  L ibrary .  Addi t ional ly ,  the publ ic  l ibrar ies at  Parker  
(L inn County  Dis t r ic t  #3) ,  Parsons,  Chanute,  Io la /SEKLS,  and 
Cof feyv i l le  are upgrading to  Dynix  f rom the i r  ex is t ing systems.  
 
 Th is  process wi l l  be somewhat  compl icated by Axe L ibrary ’s  
own upgrade.  Dynix  has just  recent ly  re leased the la test  vers ion of  
the i r  Hor izon automat ion system and the ex is t ing l ibrar ies in  the PSU 
“consor t ium” wi l l  be upgrading the i r  ins ta l la t ions before any new 
l ibrar ies are added.  
 
 A l though some e lements of  th is  pro ject  wi l l  be s tar t ing very  
soon,  the actua l  “on l ine date”  for  the new l ibrar ies wi l l  be somet ime  
in  2007.  
 
 For  more in format ion,  v is i t  www.sek ls .org/hor izon and explore 
the l inks you’ l l  f ind there.  
  

SEKLS A UTOMATION  G R A N T  A PPROVED  
 B Y  J OE  T HOLEN  

SEKLS HORIZON 
GRANT 

 
HTTP: / /
WWW.SEKLS.OR
G/HORIZON  
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Coming in  Spr ing 2007,  Kansans wi l l  have the oppor tun i ty  as a s ta te 
to  exper ience Kansas author  Gordon Parks ’  f i rs t  novel ,  “The Learn ing 
Tree” ,  as the Kansas Center  for  the Book’s  in i t ia l  pro ject  for  One 
Book,  One State.  
 
The semi-autob iographica l  s tory  o f  the la te  For t  Scot t  nat ive ’s  ear ly  
ch i ldhood and boyhood has been chosen by State L ibrar ian,  Chr is t ie  
Brandau,  for  Kansas’  f i rs t  s ta te-wide adul t  reading pro ject .   
 
L ibrar ies may par t ic ipate in  programs of  the i r  choice,  January through 
Apr i l ,  w i th  a  var ie ty  o f  pro jects  avai lab le  through fu ture addi t ions to  
the KCFB websi te .  Southeast  Kansas,  and For t  Scot t ,  in  par t icu lar ,  is  
for tunate to  have the Gordon Parks Center  for  Divers i ty  and Cul ture at  
For t  Scot t  Communi ty  Col lege.  J i l l  Wal ford,  Center  Di rector ,  has a 
weal th  of  in format ion there and at  the Center ’s  websi te  for  program 
and d isp lay p lanning.  
 
Beyond book d iscuss ions,  addi t ional  components  of  the spr ing event  
wi l l  be found at  the Kansas Center  for  the Book websi te  in  the coming 
months.  Tradi t ional ly ,  February is  B lack His tory  month,  and book 
d iscuss ions of  th is  and other  works by Af r ican-Amer ican authors could 
be featured.   
 
A d isp lay could feature addi t ional  books by Gordon Parks,  or  
downloaded KCFB web mater ia ls ,  loca l  repr in ts  o f  ar t ic les f rom Parks ’  
March 2006,  For t  Scot t  funera l  and bur ia l .  A l though promoted as an 
adul t  program, th is  coming of  age s tory  would appeal  to  teens as wel l .  
A YA event  might  choose one,  or  both,  o f  Parks ’  most  wel l  known 
movies,  The Learn ing Tree  and Shaf t  to  v iew.  A ch i ldren ’s  book,  
Gordon Parks:  No Excuses,  by Kansas author  Ann Parr ,  might  appeal  
to  younger  or  re luctant  readers.  
 
Ta lk ing Book readers may par t ic ipate in  th is  pro ject  by order ing,  The 
Learn ing Tree ,  RC 33832 for  the sound record ing on 15/16 4- t rack 
casset te .  Bra i l le  users may order  BR 00005 d i rect ly  f rom NLS Bra i l le  
serv ices in  Utah (800)  453-4293) .   
 

-by L iz  Nix ,  Specia l  Needs Consul tant  

ONE BOOK,  ONE STATE 
KANSAS READS.. .THE LEARNING TREE 

KANSAS CENTER   
FOR THE BOOK 

 
HTTP: / /
SKYWAYS.LIB.K
S.US/ORG/
KCFB/  

GORDON PARKS 
CENTER FOR 
CULTURE AND  
DIVERSITY: 
 

HTTP: / /
WWW.GORDONP
ARKSCENTER.O
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KANSAS BOOK FESTIVAL SEPTEMBER 29-30  

The f i rs t -ever  Kansas Book Fest iva l  wi l l  be he ld th is  fa l l  a t  the 
Lawrence –Dumont  Stadium in  Wich i ta ,  Fr iday,  September  29,  9 :00 
AM—3:00 PM, and Saturday,  September  30,  9 :00 AM—5:00 PM. 
Created to  showcase our  s ta te ’s  r ich l i terary  ta lent ,  th is  fami ly-
f r iendly  fest iva l  is  f ree and open to  the publ ic .  
 
The fest iva l  wi l l  ce lebrate Kansas by explor ing the books,  ar ts ,  f i lms,  
and h is tory  of  th is  great  s ta te.  Three s tages wi l l  showcase cont inuous 
per formances,  readings,  and workshops.  A specia l  act iv i t ies  area wi l l  
prov ide hands-on learn ing oppor tun i t ies  for  s tudents  and fami l ies .  
 
The State L ibrary  of  Kansas and the Kansas Center  for  the Book at  
the State L ibrary  wi l l  host  a  large pav i l ion under  canvas wi th  
in format ional  booths,  booksel ler  vendor  booths,  and author  
appearances.  
 
Fr iday events  wi l l  emphasize educat ion and enter ta inment  act iv i t ies ,  
especia l ly  for  school .  The “Black,  Whi te  and READ Al l  Over  Bal l ”  w i l l  
honor  notab le Kansas authors on Fr iday evening at  Explorat ion Place.  
Fr iday events  a lso inc lude the announcement  o f  2005 Notable Book 
Awards.  
 
The 2006 Kansas Book Fest iva l  is  the s ignature event  o f  the 
Countdown to  Kansas Statehood and is  produced by the Governor ’s  
Cul tura l  Af fa i rs  Counci l  and the Kansas Center  for  the Book in  
cooperat ion wi th  s ta te and loca l  organizat ions.  
 
For  more in format ion about  the 2006 Kansas Book Fest iva l ,  v is i t   
www.kansasbookfest iva l .ks .gov.  
 

KANSAS BOOK 
FESTIVAL 

 
HTTP://WWW. 
KANSASBOOK 
FESTIVAL.KS.GOV 
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S TATEMENT  OF  PUBLICATION  
 
SEKLS  STACKS  OF  NEWS  IS  PUBLISHED SIX  TIMES  ANNUALLY  BY  THE  
SOUTHEAST  KANSAS  LIBRARY  SYSTEM .   218 E .  MADISON .  IOLA ,  KS  
66749.  SUBMISSION  OF  NEWS ,  PRESS  RELEASES  OR OTHER  MATERIALS  
FROM  MEMBER LIBRARIES  OR OTHER STATE  OR LOCAL NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATIONS  IS  ENCOURAGED.    
 
WE  DO NOT SELL ADVERTISING SPACE .  ARTICLES  MAY  BE  EDITED FOR  
LENGTH,  CLARITY  OR  ERRORS .  ANY  ORIGINAL ARTICLE  MAY  BE  
REPRODUCED BY  ANY  NON-PROFIT  ORGANIZATION  USING  PROPER CITATION.  
NOT  NECESSARY ,  BUT  APPRECIATED,  IS  NOTIFICATION BY  EMAIL ,  IF  USING  
ALL OR PART  OF  AN ORIGINAL ARTICLE .  PLEASE  EMAIL  EITHER 
RCARSWELL@SEKLS .ORG  OR LNIX@SEKLS .ORG .  

A ROUND  THE  S YSTEM  

Welcome to SEK Youth Services Consultant 
Sandy Wilkerson, new Iola resident and bride, joins the SEK staff as youth services 
consultant and electronic reference. She comes to SEK from Missouri with 12 years of 
school library experience. She is excited to be working with Kansas librarians again! 
Make plans to attend the Children’s librarian meeting, August 25, at Pittsburg Public 
Library and meet her. 
 
Welcome to new librarians in Southeast Kansas 
Blue Mound (L inn County L ibrary  Dis t r ic t  #3) :  Brenda Cur t is   
Cof feyv i l le  Publ ic :  Helen Rigdon  
Cof feyv i l le  Communi ty  Col lege:  Mar ty  Evensvold  
Hepler  Publ ic  L ibrary :  Denise Ki rby  
Mol ine Publ ic  L ibrary :  Kr is t i  Laney  
P leasanton L inco ln  L ibrary :  K im Simons 
St .  Paul  (Graves Memor ia l ) :  Kath ie  Grosdid ier 
 
Farewell to SEK Special Needs Consultant 
Liz  Nix  wi l l  be leav ing Kansas soon for  the deep South,  as her  
husband,  B i l l ,  accepts  a pos i t ion as technica l  d i rector  a t  Miss iss ipp i  
State Univers i ty  Ri ley Center ,  Mer id ian,  MS.   

MSU RILEY CENTER 

 
HTTP: / /
WWW.RILEYCEN
TER.MSSTATE.E



There has been qui te  a  b i t  o f  media at tent ion la te ly  to  new web 
technolog ies such as MySpace,  YouTube and F l ickr  wi th  cover  ar t ic les 
in  T ime (3 -27-06)  and Newsweek (4 -3-06)  about  ch i ldren and 
technology and user-generated s i tes.  Much of  the new technology that  
is  current ly  be ing used and developed in  be ing labeled as web 2.0 or  
“soc ia l  sof tware” .  Dur ing May and June I  had the oppor tun i ty  to  jo in  
50 l ibrar ians in  an on l ine course sponsored by the Amer ican L ibrary  
Assoc iat ion (ALA 2.0 Bootcamp) which a l lowed me to  p lay wi th  and 
learn more about  the new web 2.0 too ls  in  a  l ib rary  context .   
 
My main focus was how these technologies can be used in  smal l  to  
medium-s ized l ibrar ies to  improve l ibrary  serv ice.  My invo lvement  in  
th is  course re in forced severa l  th ings.  F i rs t ,  that  i t  is  impor tant  for  the 
l ibrary  to  a l low you,  our  pat rons,  as many avenues as poss ib le  to  
in teract  wi th  us,  us wi th  you,  and your ,  our  pat rons,  wi th  each other .  
Second,  that  we the l ibrary  s ta f f  need to  be aware of  new technology 
and soc ia l  sof tware and dec ide how we can incorporate i t  so that  we 
are in  a  bet ter  pos i t ion to  go to  our  users,  ins tead of  a lways expect ing 
our  users to  come to us.   
 
One major  hurd le  that  we need to  overcome is  upgrades and changes 
to  our  l ibrary  cata log and the system we use to  check in  and out  
l ibrary  mater ia ls .  We want  our  users to  be able to  search the l ibrary  
ho ld ings anyt ime of  day or  n ight ;  we want  to  g ive our  users the power  
to  renew the i r  own books,  p lace the i r  own holds and request  new 
books.  At  th is  po in t  we p lan to  move to  a  new system next  spr ing 
which wi l l  a l low a l l  o f  these th ings,  p lus more,  to  happen.  I t  w i l l  
requi re  a lo t  o f  changes for  s ta f f ,  but  we are look ing forward to  
prov id ing th is  serv ice.   
 
We wi l l  be re ly ing on our  b log (h t tp : / /parsonsl ibrary .b logspot .com) 
more and more as another  way of  communicat ing wi th  you,  and we 
hope that  you wi l l  use the b log to  communicate wi th  us as wel l .  There 
are severa l  ways for  you to  do th is .  You can leave a comment  on our  
b log or  send us an emai l  by c l ick ing on the l ink  on the r ight  s ide of  
the b log page.  I f  you are in terested to  read more about  what  I  learned 
dur ing my onl ine course go to  ht tp : / /daynawi l l iamscapone.a lab log.org.  
As of  th is  wr i t ing I  am st i l l  ed i t ing my f i rs t  podcast ,  an onl ine audio 
record ing that  can be downloaded f rom the in ternet  and l is tened to  in  
a  manner  very  s imi lar  to  a  rad io broadcast .  The podcast  should 
appear  on my course b log very  soon.  

- f rom the Parsons Publ ic  L ibrary  Newslet ter  Ju ly-September  2006  
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F R O M  THE  F I S H B O W L  
 B Y  D AYNA  W ILLIAMS-C A P O N E  

PARSONS PUBLIC 
LIBRARY BLOG 

 
HTTP:// 
PARSONSLIBRARY. 
BLOGSPOT.COM 

DANA’S ONLINE 
ALA BLOG 

 

HTTP: / /
DAYNAWILLIAMS
CAPONE 
ALABLOG.ORG 
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S E K LS CALENDAR  
A UGUST—N OVEMBER  2006   

AUG. 15   SEKLS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING   IOLA  
 
AUGUST 25  CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS MEETING  PITTSBURG 
 
SEPT.  13  RURAL SUSTAINABILITY WORKSHOP   GARNETT 
 
SEPT.  14  RURAL SUSTAINABILITY WORKSHOP  NEODESHA  
 
SEPT.  22   DIRECTOR'S MEETING     EUREKA 
  
SEPT.  25    SEKLS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING   IOLA  
 
SEPT.  29-30  KANSAS BOOK FESTIVAL    WICHITA 
 
OCT.  12  SEKLS IN-SERVICE    WESTMINSTER WOODS 
 
NOV. 3    SEKLS ANNUAL MEETING    IOLA 
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